
Dr .  Schne ider  is  the  Co-Di rector  of  the  Gu l f  Coast  Reg iona l  Manufactur ing  Center  w i th in  the  Texas

A&M Energy  Inst i tu te ,  a  reg iona l  operat ion  of  the  C lean  Energy  Smart  Manufactur ing  Innovat ion

Inst i tu te .   He  is  respons ib le  for  Inst i tu te  operat ions  in  the  Texas-Lou is iana  reg ion .   He  and  h is

staf f  works  wi th  reg iona l  members  to  deve lop  and  implement  Smart  Manufactur ing  technolog ies  in

the  reg ion  as  wel l  as  prov id ing  out reach  and  t ra in ing  to  both  indust ry  and  researchers  in  Smart

manufactur ing .  

Prev ious ly ,  Dr .  Schne ider  was  D i rector  of  Manufactur ing  Operat ions  and  Process  Eng ineer ing

Div is ion  a t  the  Texas  Center  for  Appl ied  Technology  (TCAT) ,  an  app l ied  research  center  under  the

Texas  A&M Engineer ing  Exper iment  Stat ion  (TEES) .   H is  group  prov ided  suppor t  to  indust ry  and

governmenta l  agenc ies  for  p rocess  improvement ,  manufactur ing  technology ,  and  test  &  eva luat ion .

 Dr .  Schne ider  was  a lso  respons ib le  for  coord inat ing  TEES ’  par t ic ipat ion  in  la rge-sca le

manufactur ing  in i t ia t ives  and  indust ry  co l laborat ions .   Dur ing  h is  t ime at  TCAT,  Dr .  Schne ider

successfu l ly  deve loped  and  managed over  $3M in  test  and  eva luat ion  pro jects  and  over  $7M in    
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José  A.  Co lucc i  R íos  is  the  Nat iona l  Inst i tu te  of  S tandards  and  Technology  (NIST)  –

Manufactur ing  Extens ion  Par tnersh ip  (MEP)  Southeast  Reg iona l  Manager  that  inc ludes  n ine  s ta tes

a long  the  east  coast  and  the  Gu l f  o f  Mex ico  f rom Nor th  Caro l ina  to  Lou is iana ,  in land  Tennessee

and Puer to  R ico .  Prev ious ly ,  he  was  a  professor  and  he ld  severa l  admin is t ra t ive  pos i t ions  a t  the

Univers i ty  of  Puer to  R ico-Mayaguez  such  as  Depar tment  D i rector ,  Assoc iate  R&D Dean  and  R&D

Center  D i rector .  In  add i t ion ,  he  worked  for  Un ion  Carb ide  for  e ight  years  f rom Research  Eng ineer

to  Market  Manager  in  the  Po lymers ,  Spec ia l ty  Chemica ls  and  So lvents  &  Coat ings  d iv is ions .   Jose

is  located  in  Ga i thersbug ,  Mary land.  



Scot t  Rogers  is  a  pr inc ipa l  and  Technica l  D i rector  for  Noble  P last ics ,  Inc .  Hav ing  rece ived  a

Masters  degree  in  Mechanica l  Eng ineer ing  f rom LSU,  Scot t  has  focused  h is  career  e f for ts  on  the

areas  of  p roduct  and  manufactur ing  systems des ign .  Noble  P last ics  is  located  in  Grand  Coteau ,

nor th  of  Lafayet te  Lou is iana ,  and  serves  the  indust r ia l ,  consumer ,  and  defense  indust r ies  as  a

custom manufacturer  of  components  and  indust r ia l  automat ion  systems.  

S C O T T  R O G E R S

Jim O ’Rourke  is  an  Academic  Account  Manager  wi th  OSIsof t  LLC ’s  academic  team.   He  is

respons ib le  for  OSIsof t ’s  s t ra teg ic  re la t ionsh ips  wi th  un ivers i t ies  in  Texas  and  the  southwestern

US.   J im a lso  ident i f ies  and  deve lops  key  a l l iances  wi th  commerc ia l  companies  and  consor t ia  in

the  academic  space ,  inc lud ing  CESMI I ,  Esr i  and  Nat iona l  Inst ruments .  

J im has  been  wi th  OSIsof t  for  20+  years .   Pr ior  to  h is  cur rent  academic  ro le ,  he  was  respons ib le

for  power  &  u t i l i t y  sa les  in  Texas ,  led  sa les  in  Russ ia  for  two years ,  and  was  US federa l  par tner

manager  for  th ree  years .  

Pr ior  to  jo in ing  OSIsof t ,  J im worked  at  B i les  &  Assoc iates ,  p r imar i l y  in  bus iness  deve lopment .   He

is  a  graduate  of  New Jersey  Inst i tu te  of  Technology .   J im l i ves  in  Houston.  

J I M  O ’ R O U R K E

technology  app l icat ion  and  suppor t  p ro jects  inc lud ing  the  deve lopment  and  implementat ion  of

water  and  power  d is t r ibut ion  technolog ies  to  improve  condi t ions  in  border  communi t ies  a long  the

Texas/Mexico  border ,  as  we l l  as  teach ing  h igh  school  s tudents  about  eng ineer ing  by  he lp ing  them

design  and  bu i ld  8  f t  w ind  turb ines .  

A  re t i red  A i r  Force  research  and  deve lopment  eng ineer ,  Dr .  Schne ider ’s  exper ience  inc ludes

var ious  human-centered  management  and  test  &  eva luat ion  pos i t ions  as  wel l  as  a  facu l ty

appointment  a t  the  A i r  Force  Inst i tu te  of  Technology .   Dr .  Schne ider  is  a  Sen ior  Member  of  the

IEEE ,  a  member  of  SME,  and  has  been  recognized  as  a  Texas  A&M Regents  Fe l low and  a  TEES

Center  Fe l low.  Dr .  Schne ider  earned  h is  Ph.D.  in  Mechanica l  Eng ineer ing  f rom the  Un ivers i ty  of

Texas  a t  Aust in  spec ia l iz ing  in  robot ics  and  re l iab i l i t y .   He  has  a  MS E lect r ica l  Eng ineer ing  f rom

the  A i r  Force  Inst i tu te  of  Technology  and  a  BS  E lect r ica l  Eng ineer ing  f rom Texas  A&M Univers i ty .  


